December/January Book Talk

Genre: Historical Fiction

Definition and/or Purpose of Historical Fiction: Historical fiction is drawn from the writer’s imagination but is true to life in some period of the past.  Historical fiction is set in the past.  Typically, the major characters are imaginary, but the writer uses historical details such as food, cooking, and transportation to substantiate the setting.  Sometimes, real historical events and people enter the story.
Purpose of a Book Talk: Talking about books is a way to spark other students’ interest and introduce them to new texts they might otherwise miss.  Think of a book talk as a brief commercial for a book.  

How to Prepare for a Book Talk: You might prepare for a book talk by jotting a few notes on a sticky note to remind you of the essential points you want to make.  Remember, commercials are short, punchy advertisements.  You want to whet the students’ appetites.  A book talk will take only one or two minutes.  

What a Good Book Talk May Involve: 


*Talking about the title and the author

*Showing the cover and some of the illustrations

*Reading aloud the lead or a particularly interesting or exciting part of the book.


*Connecting the book to the students’ lives.

* Telling a little about the plot or about one character.


*Sharing your own response to the book.

	How to Give a Book Talk

	*Look at everyone.

*Speak loudly so all can hear.

*Talk about the characters, the problem in the story, or some interesting information.

*Read a small part of the book to interest the readers.

*Get the readers interested in the book.


**For fun and enrichment, have a parent read the book as well so you can have an ongoing book discussion at home!

Plan of Action
This Plan of Action will help you plan your Historical Fiction Book Talk so you will complete it on time.  It will help you plan out what you need to do, so you are not rushed at the end.  It will help you organize yourself.

Step 1:  Bring in your book choice and have it approved by:
              Monday, December 14, 2009
Step 2: Finish reading the book by:

             Monday, January 4,  2010
Step 3: Have rough draft of your book talk completed by:

             Friday, January 8,  2010
Step 4: Complete final draft of your book talk by:

             Monday, January 11, 2010
Step 5:  Practice, practice, practice at home, and bring in completed book talk on:

            Friday, January 15, 2010
Historical Fiction Book Talks 
will be on

Friday, January 15th
Have Fun!
